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INTRO 

Education in the United States is often described as an 

investment in the future. 

Which is a beautiful phrase. 

It sounds hopeful. 

It sounds adult. 

It sounds like something said by a person who has never 

checked their loan balance at 2:14 a.m. 

The American education system does not sell knowledge. 

It sells belief. 

Belief that learning is priceless. 

Belief that opportunity has a monthly payment plan. 

Belief that debt is temporary, but prestige is forever. 

Belief that future-you will be richer, calmer, wiser, and very 

thankful for the choices present-you is about to make while 

eating instant noodles. 

From the outside, it looks elegant. 

Campus lawns. 

Brick libraries. 

People discussing philosophy while holding coffee cups that 

cost more than an hourly wage. 

From the inside, it feels more like a long subscription you 
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forgot to cancel, except the company calls you every month 

to remind you it exists. 

Nobody really explains the rules. 

They use encouraging words instead. 

They say “aid,” not “loan.” 

They say “opportunity,” not “interest rate.” 

They say “career path,” not “financial fog.” 

They say “just focus on your studies,” which is a remarkable 

thing to say to someone who will be paying for those studies 

until their hair changes color. 

College brochures show smiling students. 

Loan statements show numbers. 

Only one of these follows you for decades. 

• You are told this is normal. 

• You are told everyone does this. 

• You are told not to worry, because worrying is for people 

without ambition. 

Education becomes a ritual. 

A necessary suffering. 

A socially approved form of long-term stress. 

You are expected to feel grateful while signing documents 

that would require legal counseling in any other context. 
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High school prepares you emotionally. 

Sort of. 

It prepares you to accept authority, deadlines, and 

fluorescent lighting. 

It does not prepare you for compound interest with a 

personality. 

By the time you reach college, you are already trained to nod. 

To trust systems. 

To assume adults know what they are doing. 

This assumption will age badly. 

Degrees are framed. 

Debt is invisible. 

One hangs on the wall. 

The other lives quietly in your phone, waiting for moments of 

weakness. 

• After graduation. 

• After your first real job. 

• After you realize “real job” does not mean “real money.” 

Education is supposed to open doors. 

Sometimes it opens spreadsheets instead. 

You learn many useful things. 

You learn how to write essays at 3 a.m. 
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You learn how to pretend to understand lectures. 

You learn how to calculate the cost of groceries against your 

loan payment and still call it “temporary.” 

Nobody tells you that education is not a moment. 

It is a relationship. 

A long one. 

With recurring payments. 

This book is not here to teach you how to escape the system. 

That would require hope. 

This book is here to sit with you in the system and quietly 

point at the absurd parts until they become impossible to 

ignore. 

• The optimism. 

• The paperwork. 

• The smiling advisors. 

• The numbers that never seem impressed by your effort. 

If you have studied in the U.S., you already recognize the 

feeling. 

If you have paid for it, you know the rhythm. 

If you are still paying, you understand this book better than 

anyone. 
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This is not a warning. 

You already signed. 

This is not advice. 

You already tried that. 

This is simply an observation of what happens when learning 

meets capitalism, shakes hands politely, and agrees to meet 

every month for the rest of your adult life. 

Welcome to education. 

Your balance is waiting. 
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Chapter 1 - Choosing a College Like It’s a 
Personality Test 

Choosing a college in the United States is presented as a 

moment of self-discovery. 

A defining chapter. 

A crossroads. 

A deeply personal journey guided by brochures, rankings, 

and a teenager who has been awake for three hours. 

You are told this decision will shape your future. 

Which is an interesting thing to say to someone who still 

needs reminders to bring a jacket. 

The process begins early. 

Much earlier than comfort would suggest. 

Adults start asking questions with smiles that feel supportive 

but carry weight. 

“What do you want to be?” 

“Where do you see yourself?” 

“Have you thought about colleges yet?” 

You learn quickly that “I don’t know” is not a complete 

answer. 

It is treated as a temporary malfunction. 
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So you start browsing. 

Websites first. 

Then rankings. 

Then videos with drone shots of libraries, because 

apparently architecture equals success. 

Every school promises the same things. 

Opportunity. 

Community. 

A future. 

They differ mainly in font choice and tuition. 

The decision is framed as freedom. 

You can choose anything. 

Anywhere. 

As long as you choose something expensive enough to 

matter. 

Nobody starts with the price. 

That would feel rude. 

They start with dreams. 

Majors are introduced like personalities. 

Engineering is practical. 

Business is ambitious. 


