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INTRO

Nobody agreed that likes would become a currency.
There was no meeting.
No vote.

No awkward PowerPoint.
It just... happened.

One day, likes were decoration.
The digital equivalent of nodding politely while someone talks

too long.
The next day, they were value.

» Measurable.
o Comparable.
e Exchangeable.

» Emotionally addictive.

At some point, the internet quietly decided that attention is

money, and money is optional.
We didn't notice the switch because it came with confetti.

At first, likes felt harmless.



A small heart.
A thumbs-up.

A number that went up when people noticed you.

It felt nice.
Too nice.

Suspiciously nice.

* Nobody ever warned us that validation would come with
analytics.

» Nobody explained that approval would get a dashboard.
» Nobody mentioned that self-worth would soon refresh

every three seconds.
We clicked anyway.

Influencers didn't appear overnight.

They evolved.

Slowly.
Naturally.
Like mold, but with better lighting.

At the beginning, it was just people sharing things.

Food.
Holidays.

Dogs doing nothing in particular.



Then someone noticed something strange.

The posts that looked effortless performed better.
The posts that looked spontaneous were carefully planned.
The posts that said “just being myself” were edited for three

hours.

Reality didn't disappear.

It was optimized.

e Authentic became a strategy.
» Casual became scripted.

» Imperfection became a brand asset.

That's when likes stopped being reactions and started

becoming proof.

Proof that you exist.
Proof that you matter.

Proof that strangers agree you are worth noticing today.

Not tomorrow.

Today.
Because tomorrow has an algorithm update.

Influencers didn't sell products at first.

They sold attention.



And attention turned out to be extremely liquid.

You could exchange it for:
* Free products.

* Invitations.

e Access.

e Influence.

» And eventually, money that looks suspiciously like money.

A like didn't cost anything.

Which is why it became priceless.
Companies realized something terrifying.

People trust people more than brands.
People trust faces more than logos.
People trust someone saying “I love this" more than a legal

disclaimer in size 6 font.

So they stopped advertising.

They outsourced belief.

Influencers became walking billboards with feelings.

And the audience didn't object, because the billboards smiled
back.



» Ads were annoying.
» Sponsored posts felt friendly.

» Manipulation worked better when it wore a hoodie.
Somewhere along the way, likes turned into leverage.

Not officially.
Not legally.

But socially.

A person with enough likes could:
« Skip lines.

» Skip explanations.

» Skip consequences.

« Skip qualifications.

They didn't need credentials.

They had engagement.

They didn't need expertise.
They had reach.

They didn't need authority.
They had followers who would defend them in comment

sections like unpaid lawyers.
And suddenly, likes weren't applause anymore.

They were power.



Power doesn't look dangerous when it's pastel-colored.

It looks like:

e Morning routines.

 "Just being honest" videos.
 Crying thumbnails.

 Vulnerability on schedule.
Everything became content.

Your breakfast.
Your workout.
Your mental health.
Your breakup.

Your healing journey, monetized in three easy steps.
Nothing was too private if it performed well.

» Oversharing became transparency.
e Exposure became bravery.

» Boundaries became bad for engagement.
Influencers learned quickly.

If something works once, repeat it.
If it works twice, build a personality around it.

If it works three times, never grow past it.

The algorithm rewards consistency, not maturity.



And likes became the scoreboard of modern existence.

People stopped asking:

"Is this true?”

They started asking:

"Is this viral?”

Truth became optional.
Context became inconvenient.

Nuance became invisible on mobile.
What mattered was reaction.

Strong reaction.
Fast reaction.

Preferably emotional.

Anger worked.
Outrage worked.

Inspiration worked if it was short enough.
Silence never worked.

e Calm doesn't trend.
e Thoughtfulness doesn't scale.

» Complexity doesn't convert.

Influencers learned to package opinions like fast food.



Quick.

Comforting.

Highly addictive.
Nutritionally empty.

Likes were no longer feedback.
They were income signals.

A post with 10,000 likes wasn't just popular.

It was profitable.

A post with 100 likes wasn't just ignored.

It was a financial failure.
And suddenly, personal expression had KPls.

You didn't feel something unless it performed.
You didn't believe something unless it converted.

You didn't exist unless the numbers said so.
People started thinking in metrics.

» “This story won't do well.”
 “This opinion might hurt my reach.”

"l can't say that; my audience won't like it."
Likes became self-censorship with a friendly interface.

Influencers didn't lie all the time.
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